
A Journey Through 2019

19



19

principal’s 
message

This magazine is a celebration of student 
achievement, involvement, support and 
success. It is a journey through 2019 and 
gives a snapshot of some of the highlights and 
events from the past academic year. It is an 
opportunity to re昀氀ect on our accomplishments 
and leave lasting memories for our Year 13 
students who are leaving us for the 昀椀nal time. 
They have been a positive, engaged group of 
students who have collectively initiated and 
led a wide range of activities both inside and 
outside the classroom.

Our Year 13’s and their engagement with 
their fellow students and teachers sets the 
tone for the students coming through. Our 
younger students can see positive, energised 
and focused young adults at the helm. From the swimming sports 
at the beginning of the year to our end of year Prizegiving, I have 
been heartened by their role modelling, genuine concern for other 
students and their tangible leadership.

I have seen it in action on the sports 昀椀elds, at kapa haka, during 
Showquest, leading after school tutoring, climbing the Great Wall, or 
developing new products.

This magazine tells a story of achievement and involvement. The 
images highlight students who are comfortable and relaxed and who 
have pride in their school. I am con昀椀dent that our Year 13 students 
have developed a skill set that will enable them make their way in the 
world. 

Whāia te iti kahurangi, ki te tuohu koe, me he maunga teitei
Seek the treasure that you value most dearly, if you bow your head, let it 
be to a lofty mountain

Mike Purcell, Principal
B.A., Dip. Spec. Ed., M.Ed. (Cant), M.Ed.Admin (Massey)



year 9 
powhiri
On 31 January we welcomed our new 
Year 9 students and their whānau to the 
Henderson High School community!

Their high school journey began with 
a pōwhiri where they got to meet their 
teachers and fellow students ahead of 
their form class placement and a busy 
day of orientation.

Our Year 13 Peer Mentors did an 
outstanding job showing our newest 
students around the campus and 
answering the many questions that 
junior students have on their 昀椀rst day.

swimming 
carnival

Students took to the water at our annual 
Swimming Sports Carnival on 8 February. 

The competitive swimmers swam in the 
morning followed by the entertaining 
events of the house carnival in the 
afternoon. It was great to see so much 
talent, involvement and support, with 
students’ wearing their house colours 
and the competitive chants adding to the 
excitement of the day.

The highlight was the teacher vs student 
relay. In a huge upset the students’ 
aquatic skills proved too much for our 
sta昀昀, and the students took the title for 
the 昀椀rst time in memory. Great to see 
all our talented swimmers but also a 
challenge for our sta昀昀 who may have to 
up their game before next year!



Parents of our Year 9 students had the opportunity to meet 
their child’s Form Teacher, Dean, our Senior Leadership Team 
and Principal in a relaxed setting in the heart of the school at 
our Year 9 BBQ Welcome Evening.

This event is the 昀椀rst of a number of celebrations we hold at 
the beginning of each year to connect with our students and 
whānau, and to kick o昀昀 the year in a positive way.

A big thank you to our Hospitality students for preparing and 
serving a great meal and to our Food Technology team for 
their delicious culinary skills.

Our Level 2 and 3 Business students 
took part in the YES Scheme’s 
Kickstart Timata Day at AUT North 
Shore Campus in February. The event 
launched another successful year 
for our young business leaders and 
inspired our YES teams to continue the 
outstanding track record of our previous teams.  

This was an opportunity for our up-and-coming 
entrepreneurs to meet and interact with mentors from 
businesses across New Zealand and to make valuable 
contacts while networking.

It was great for our students to receive e昀昀ective feedback 
on their business plans and ideas from proven industry 
leaders, and an added bonus to be inspired by the 
success of our past YES alumni! 

Thanks to Mr Rama for his leadership and support.

yes 
kickstart 
day

YEAR 9 BBQ 
WELCOME EVEnING

Our student leadership team took 
on the mantle of leadership for 
2019 and we were delighted to be 
working with such a high calibre 
group.  

Pictured below are our kaiārahi 
(student leaders), with Principal 
Mike Purcell.
Well done – Vanya, Te Paea, Karen, 
Monica, Jessica, Jaeden, Robbie, 
Niels, David, Zane, Saan, Diamond, 
Chante, Joachim, Paige and Shasta.

Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi, 
engari, he toa takitini!
Success is not the work of one, but 
the work of many

student 
leaders



athletics 
carnival

School spirit was in full force in February as our students 
took to the track and 昀椀eld for our annual Athletics Carnival 
at the Trusts Stadium. It was great to see everyone 
participating on the day. Whether competing or showing 
their support, a lot of fun was had. With the temperature 
soaring it was important for everyone to keep cool. The 
mist tent and water sprinklers did the job and were a huge 
hit with students and teachers alike! An after school shout 
of iceblocks from the Principal was a great way to end such 
an enjoyable day!

When our Year 10 Social Studies students were studying 
tourism they had the perfect opportunity to visit Waiheke 
Island and check out the beautiful attractions on o昀昀er. 

Students started with the Sculpture on the Gulf exhibition 
on the coastal Matiatia headland before venturing down to 
Oneroa to compete in a scavenger hunt. The brief was to 
gather footage that students would be able to use to create 
a tourism video for the Island.

Education outside the classroom adds another dynamic to 
curriculum learning and students got the bonus of being 
able to discover some of Auckland’s natural and unique 
resources right on our doorstep. Thanks to our Social 
Sciences team for engaging students with an interesting and 
varied curriculum.

Competitive athletes were in the 
swim of things as they competed 
in the College Sport Aquathon at St 
Kentigern College in February.

Year 10 Sam and Year 9 Chloe 
competed as individuals, along 
with Year 10’s Sofya and Hayley 
who entered as a team. The 
competition was 昀椀erce and all of 
our students performed well, with 
Sam, Sofya and Hayley coming 
away with Bronze medals!

Well done to all who entered, 
you are great examples of 
sportsmanship and have 
represented your school and 
yourselves with pride!

aquathon

social studies  
waiheke trip



excellence 
breakfast
There was a record turnout at our 
annual Excellence Breakfast at The 
Grounds Eatery in February. This event 
gives us the opportunity to celebrate 
and recognise students who gained an 
excellence endorsement in NCEA Level 
One and Two last year.

The full house demonstrates the 
continued growth in high achievement 
and is a validation of our ongoing 
commitment to our students. Parents 
can certainly be proud of their student’s 
success!

To all our students sitting NCEA this year, 
set your sights on the road to success 
and aim to be at next year’s Excellence 
Celebrations with us!

pasifika  
academic 
celebration
The heart of the school was 昀椀lled with 
enthusiasm and pride as we celebrated 
student success at our annual Pasi昀椀ka 
Academic Celebration.  

The popular event recognises the 
achievements of our Pasi昀椀ka students 
and also gives our Samoan Group the 
opportunity to showcase their Polyfest 
performance to students and aiga, after 
weeks of practice. Thanks to all who 
attended, it was a fantastic evening 昀椀lled 
with colour and culture.



polyfest 2019

samoan polyfest group
Ngā Taiohi o Panuku  
māori polyfest group



March’s Po Whakanui Rangatahi 
Māori ~ Māori Celebration Evening, 
was a great success with friends 
and whānau coming together to 
support our students.  

This event is a great opportunity to 
see our kapa haka group perform 
and to celebrate our students’ 
academic achievements. Thanks to 
all who attended, and for making 
this event a great success.

māori  
celebration 
evening It was an early start for our 

Environment Club students in March 
as they gave a helping hand to Sea 
Cleaners to remove rubbish from the 
Waitemata Harbour.  

Our students turned up full of energy 
to start their task and spent a fair 
bit of time in the muddy mangroves 
retrieving all types of rubbish 
including tyres, bikes and bottles. 
Conversations around environmental 
issues included decisions made by 
consumers, even the decision we 
make between milk bottles and milk 
powder. Our students were pleased 
with their rubbish haul and happy that 
they could help.  

Well done students, we are proud of 
your e昀昀orts in bringing attention to 
the environmental impact of rubbish 
on our coastline, and for getting stuck 
in to make a positive di昀昀erence!

sea 
cleaners



assembly for
christchurch

Sta昀昀 and students came together a week 
on from the tragedy in Christchurch. 

Our Student Leaders led an assembly to 
o昀昀er hope and support for the victims, 
their families and friends and the wider 
community.

Students observed two minutes of silence 
and re昀氀ected on our diverse community 
with many di昀昀erent beliefs, religion 
and customs, and were invited to write 
words of support for those a昀昀ected. We 
are proud of our students for showing 
compassion and kindness, especially at this 
tragic time.

Where there is hatred let me sow love
Where there is injury, pardon
Where there is doubt, faith
Where there is despair, hope
Where there is darkness, light
And where there is sadness, joy



Well done to Corey, Vanya, Patrina, James, Toni, 
Darland and Akshay for representing us in The National 
Secondary School Lawn Bowls Competition. It was a tough 
competition with some of the best players from around 
New Zealand schools competing and our team did us 
proud!

A huge thanks to the Henderson Lawn Bowls Club, and 
to their coach Mike Ramsay who took time to write to us 
about our students, “it was very rewarding to see their 
positive attitude, the way they conducted themselves 
and I never heard one complaint or negative remark. 
Congratulations to you and your sta昀昀.”
Thanks Mike for the great feedback!

Our Year 13 PE students braved 
windy conditions to participate in 
the annual Duathlon for their NCEA 
assessment. After weeks of training 
the students were 昀椀t and ready for 
the challenge ahead - the 2.7km run 
and 8.14km cycle.

There were outstanding 
performances from Shasta, Caide, 
Robbie, Emma and Daishah, and also 
Year 10 Ben for great bike skills and 
speed!

This event is part of our dynamic 
Physical Education curriculum 
and takes students outside of the 
classroom to test their skills and 
endurance while gaining NCEA 
credits.

duathlon

secondary school 
lawn bowls

woodhill 
forest 
camp

Our Year 12 PE students had an action 
packed time on their overnight camp to 
Woodhill Forest. They were challenged 
and had to conquer their fears at Tree 
Adventures while also learning to develop 
strategies to help each other through 
obstacles. Students planned and prepared 
their meals using gas cookers and stayed in 
tents overnight.

The trip ended with a 12km tramp to 
Muriwai Beach with students using their 
pre-planned safety management strategies 
to ensure everyone arrived back safely.
It's great to see our students embracing 
and exploring our fantastic environment.



Unitec’s virtual welding course was a real eye opener for 
students interested in learning to weld. The Evolocity 
team of Christiaan, Henry, Teh-jah, Dylan and Kael went 
along to get an understanding of welding to enable 
them to build their vehicle for the Evolocity challenge.

What a great opportunity for our students to learn more 
about this highly skilled area of engineering. 

Our dedicated students worked 
hard over the April school holidays 
to prepare for their Showquest 
performance.

The students worked together to 
create and produce an original 
theatrical production consisting of 
original choreography, costumes 
and props as well as a video 
projection. All of this hard work and 
preparation came together when 
they presented a themed mini 
spectacular for their performance in 
June.

Thanks to Mrs Tucker and Ms Walker 
for all their help.

evolocity

showquest
rehearsals

Our Year 12 Biology students had 
an exciting day exploring forest 
strati昀椀cation and plant adaptations 
around the Arataki Visitors Centre 
with highly regarded Ecologists Peter 
and Jean King.

What a great day in the fresh forest 
air! Our students braved the rain with 
tremendous resilience and are looking 
forward to applying their learning 
to their 昀椀nal Internal Achievement 
Standard – Investigating Patterns in an 
Ecological Community.

Thanks Peter and Jean for inspiring 
our future biologists and to Miss 
Recordon and our fantastic Science 
team for developing an engaging 
curriculum!

level two 
biology



showquest
Our Performing Arts Department engaged 
in a wide range of subjects and skills. Our 
dance students competed in Showquest, 
previously known as Stage Challenge, 
which incorporates a broader concept. 
Not only does the competition encompass 
dance, but it also includes the wearable 
arts, digital video, hair, makeup, sound 
and lighting. 

Our Year 13 leaders created a theme 
that addressed current issues with social 
media, and students made exceptional 
progress in their cooperative skills, 
technique and performance. 

While Showquest was certainly one of 
the highlights of the year, performance 
maestro’s Mrs Norman and Mrs Tucker 
made sure the curriculum was interesting 
and varied for all our performing artists!

showquest



Our Level One Physical Education 
students were climbing the 
walls again! As part of their Play 
it Safe Achievement Standard, 
students went to Extreme Edge 
to participate in rock climbing 
activities. The students had a great 
time and were able to challenge 
themselves by having to belay their 
buddies.

A big thanks to our PE teachers 
for their specialist guidance, and 
of course for their vast experience 
climbing the walls!

level one
physical
education

rock climbing As part of their investigations into a 
rocky shore community, our Year 13 
Biology students had the opportunity 
to sample organisms at North Head.
They got the chance to enjoy the sea 
air while observing species distribution 
and collecting data for their internal 
assessment. 

Students were incredibly engaged and 
showed exceptional communication 
skills. The overall feedback was ‘we will 
never look at rock pools in the same 
way again!’

level 
three
biology



hillary
outdoors
Twenty Year 11 students embarked on 
a week long leadership camp at Hillary 
Outdoors in Tongariro in May.

The trip saw them participate in 
character building tramps, bush bashes, 
caving, high and low rope activities, 
traversing ridges and spending a night 
out under the stars on Mt Ruapehu.
The students achieved many things 
during their week away but the 
experience that stands out the most 
is how the group worked together 
to support each other. This shared 
experience enabled students to 
achieve more individually but also as a 
group. What a great way to learn and 
experience the great outdoors at the 
same time.

Our Year 13 Earth and Space Science students 
had a fantastic fresh air day at Muriwai Beach 
observing evidence of volcanic rock formations, 
learning all about radiometric dating techniques. 
It was a wild and windy day as students huddled 
around the caves and rocky cli昀昀s in Maori Bay.
Students were fascinated by the pillow lava up 
high on the cli昀昀s, along with visible evidence 
of sedimentary rock layers and the remains of 
weathering and erosion.

What are great way to get a day at the beach 
for our Level Three Scientists, thanks Mr Jenkins 
and the Science department for keeping it 
interesting!

level three 
earth & space 
science



In May we celebrated Pink Shirt Day as part of Bully Free NZ 
week with a pink bake sale. A huge thank you to Ms Wood,  
Mrs Wilderspin, and our food and hospitality students who 
did a fantastic job preparing the delicious pink treats.
We are proud to support the message of celebrating 
diversity and promoting positive social relationships. We 
stand together to stop bullying and create a safe, positive 
environment for all rangatahi!

Thanks to all our sta昀昀 and students for your support 
and donations, all proceeds went to the Mental Health 
Foundation.

A HUGE Henderson High School 
congratulations to Rod McLeay who 
was awarded a Queen’s Service 
Medal in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours this year. Mr McLeay’s 
contribution to music education in 
our community is outstanding and 
he is a legend in his own right!

Rod is pictured with Her Excellency 
Dame Patsy Reddy at Government 
House after pinning on the Queen’s 
Service Medal.

Congratulations Rod, it’s great 
to have you working with us and 
inspiring future generations of 
musical talent!

rod 
mcleay

pink shirt day

exo day
Exo Day is a free in-school event run 
by the students, for the students. Our 
incredible Exo Day team of student 
leaders, ably led by head girl Chante, 
put in many hours of planning and 
preparation in the lead up to the event, 
which aimed to bring students together 
and build closer relationships across all 
year levels.

The heart of the school was packed 
during the lunchtime festival with 
something fun for every student. We had 
bubble soccer, games, entertainment 
and food, including a sausage sizzle, 
popcorn and candy昀氀oss!
A huge thank you to Chante and our 
leadership team for their culture of 
giving back to the school and their peers. 
It made the day so enjoyable and our 
school the place to be!



WOW! Our young entrepreneurs 
impressed the judges at the BP 
Business Challenge in June. The 
three day challenge is run by the 
Young Enterprise Scheme (YES). 

Year 10 students worked in teams 
to come up with a business concept 
and structure, then they presented 
their idea to a panel of 昀椀ve judges 
from our business community. 
Congratulations to “Kiwi Kork 
Surfboards” who won the overall 
prize. The Challenge was a huge 
success, students were buzzing and 
focused for every minute of the 
entire three days.

A huge thank you to Huw, Nick, 
Maria, Jim and Niels who took 
time out of their day to judge our 
students’ creations.

bp business 
challenge

Three of our Year 10 Physical 
Education classes went to Eden 
Park as part of their investigation 
into the future challenges that it 
faces as sports venue.

Students had an insight into 
how the stadium runs and just 
what they do to accommodate 
all stakeholders (neighbours, 
sponsors, teams etc) to make it 
New Zealand’s national stadium.
They also enjoyed getting to 
see some of the history making 
moments that make Eden Park 
part of New Zealand’s sporting and 
political folklore.
What a great way to take 
curriculum learning into the real 
world!

year 10
physical
education



We were very lucky to have ten of our business students invited to the Un昀椀ltered Live – Fall 
Forward seminar held at Skycity. This event was asking the question as to why some people turn 
failure into their secret weapon and bounce back and succeed.

It featured inspirational leaders 
from around the world speaking 
about their three biggest 
mistakes they ever made and 
how they not only 昀椀xed them 
but learnt from them.

Students were impressed with 
the speakers and were inspired 
to see how they came back from 
challenges and found new ways 
to succeed.

business studies

ncea
information
evening
Our Senior Management Team and 
Heads of Departments were delighted 
to welcome parents and whānau to our 
recent NCEA Information Evening.
Our Year 10 students were able to focus 
on the NCEA options available to them 
next year and also to consult with their 
families and teachers for professional 
guidance.

Thank you to all our families who 
attended and for encouraging 
conversations with students to support 
them with their educational decisions. 
Making those opportunities to talk and 
inspiring our young people to succeed in 
their chosen 昀椀elds is invaluable!

Education outside the classroom comes in many 
forms and our year 13 Food Technology class were 
treated to a gastronomic experience when they 
attended the Auckland Food Show. 
Our students were impressed by the extensive 
range of food available for them to sample and they 
particularly enjoyed the healthy food section, where 
they viewed a cooking demonstration made with 
natural whole ingredients. Our students relished 
spending a delicious day at this annual event!

Level One Physical Education students participated in 
a tramp to Goldies Bush Walk as part of the Play it Safe 
Achievement Standard. Luckily the weather held o昀昀 and 
they were able to walk a total of 7 kms. 
The students had a lot of stairs to conquer and they 
did a great job at staying together as a group and 
supporting each other when it got di昀케cult to keep 
going. Thanks to our PE department for keeping 
education interesting and helping our students enjoy 
our wild west coast!

year 13 food technology

level one
physical
education
tramping



level one 
hospitality
Assessment week gives us a fantastic 
opportunity to focus on a particular subject 
and our Level One Hospitality students 
relished the opportunity to demonstrate 
their culinary expertise!

Our sta昀昀 guests were impressed, and 
satiated, by the mouth watering variety of 
canapes presented by the students.
Well done to all our students for their 
excellent preparation and service and a 
huge thank you to Mrs Wilderspin for her 
expertise and knowledge. It is great to see 
our students doing the ground work for a 
successful career in the hospitality industry.

Stand Up Stand Out! Our students 
certainly proved they have got 
what it takes to succeed in their 
chosen 昀椀eld!
Over a thousand high school 
students competed in Auckland’s 
premier secondary school music 
and dance heats in South Auckland 
in August.

Participants had the opportunity to 
perform in front of judges selected 
from the New Zealand music and 
performing arts industry.

Huge congratulations to Lewalelei 
~ Sera, Maria, Florence, Emmerson, 
Rita, Sheena, Caspian, Asinate, 
Heaven and Nau who made it into 
the 昀椀nals for their outstanding 
Group Vocal performance.

A HUGE thanks to Mrs Norman for 
her inspirational teaching!

stand up
stand out

The dedication and sportsmanship our students 
bring to their chosen codes is always worth 
celebrating.

We had 22 teams compete this winter season. 
Our juniors have fantastic student coaches and 
our sta昀昀 who manage sports teams have been 
incredible. Out of the 22 teams, half 昀椀nished their 
season in the top 3!

Congratulations to our netball teams - Premiers, 
Senior Maroon, Year 9 Yellow, Maroon and Black, 
Year 10 Yellow; Hockey 1st XI Boys; Football Girls 
and the U17 Boys Basketball team for their season 
placings.

An extra special shout out to our Junior Boys 
Football Team who were undefeated and placed 
昀椀rst in their league!
Well done to all involved and we thank you all 
for your e昀昀orts in making our sports teams so 
successful!

winter sports



school ball
emerald city



school ball
emerald city



level three
physical
education

Our Level Three PE students had a 
fantastic mid winter break from the 
classroom. Their NCEA assessment saw 
them spend three days and two nights 
on Rangitoto and Motutapu Islands.
Students applied their learnings to 
plan the journey to and from the camp, 
as well as the safety management 
strategies required. Students enjoyed 
the tramp to Home Bay, challenging 
themselves as they passed through the 
lava caves and summiting Rangitoto.
Well done to all who participated and 
accepted the challenge and a huge thank 
you to Mr Beeston and our PE team 
who deliver such a fantastic physical 
education programme!

Sports add great value to education, 
as well as bene昀椀ts to personal health 
and wellbeing. Our student coaches 
are integral to this and are dedicated 
to o昀昀ering their time and expertise 
in their chosen 昀椀eld and their level 
of leadership and professional 
advice is second to none. 

Student coaches not only spend 
many hours training with our 
current students, they also help out 
in primary school cluster days for 
football, basketball and hockey - 
setting up 昀椀elds, refereeing games 
and helping younger students with 
scoring.

Our sports co-ordinator Miss Faitau 
is always impressed with the positive 
feedback we receive about how 
organised and knowledgeable our 
students are and about how well 
they work with younger students. 
Thank you to all our student coaches 
for your valuable input - we couldn’t 
do it without you!

sports 
coaches



technology visual arts



china trip
Principal Purcell challenged our 
Student Leaders to step outside their 
comfort zone and they jumped at the 
opportunity!

Our sixteen Student Leaders toured 
China in September, visiting Shanghai, 
Changyi and Beijing. The trip was fast 
paced and educational, with a focus on 
business, culture and environmental 
issues. It was an eye-opening cultural 
experience with visits to schools, 
businesses and New Zealand Trade and 
Enterprise.

On their return home students had 
the time to re昀氀ect on their trip and 
how they can share their valuable 
experiences and insights with other 
students.



china trip



snapshots



snapshots



student
groups

Our students have a multitude 
of opportunities to get involved 
with the many academic, sporting, 
cultural and creative teams and 
groups across the school.

These students contribute to the 
school community and culture of 
the school.



student
groups

Thanks to the many students 
and sta昀昀 who have contributed 
to groups in 2019.

The energy and commitment 
shown demonstrates the 
engagement of all involved and 
and their support is a valuable 
asset to the school community!



dae9

bal9

mat9

ibl9



WHI9

TUC9

JEN10

YEA9



LMC10

LAT10

RMA10

REC10



WON10

WOD10

COM11

CHI11



MAX11

HUM11

WAL11

MCL11



ELM12

ZEL11

FIS12

FEL12



KWO12

GUL12

RYN12

MAR12



FAV13

BLA13

HLS13

HIS13



AMA

MIL13

TPU

CTL



YEAR 13 

Level 1 excellence

level 1 & 2 Merit



all endorsements

level 2 excellence

leadership

prefects
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