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PRINCIPAL’S  

M E S S A G E
Welcome to our 2021 Henderson High School magazine! It is surprising to see just how 

much our students and staff managed to 昀椀t into a little more than two terms, and it 
looks like they enjoyed every minute. 

Having completed my 昀椀rst year as Principal of the school, I can con昀椀rm that my 
early impressions were correct: our students are polite, friendly, fun and with high 
expectations of themselves and their learning. More than that, I have seen wonderful 
examples of resilience, manaakitanga (caring for others) and perseverance in spite 
of sometimes challenging circumstances. 

A huge thank you to our teaching and support staff for being adaptable, innovative 
and hardworking as you repeatedly adjusted to the complications this year has 

brought. Your commitment to our rangatahi is appreciated by all of us.

I hope you take some time to peruse the contents of this magazine. Knowledge and 

learning are incredibly important, and so is making memories along the way. Enjoy!

Have a fantastic Christmas and summer break, hopefully including some time outside 
of Auckland. See you in 2022.

He aha te mea nui o te ao?  

He tāngata! He tāngata! He tāngata! 

What is the most important thing in the world?  
It is people! It is people! It is people!

Ros Robertson
B.A., Dip. Tchg (Sec), M.Ed.Admin.Lead.

Principal



It was fantastic to see our new Year 9 students and their whānau as they were warmly welcomed 

to the Henderson High School community with a pōwhiri on 4 February.

Our Year 13 Peer Mentors were on hand to show our new students around and give them a fun 

and useful introduction to the school. They did a great job and managed to calm the nerves of 

our junior students as they began their high school journey.

The day was a great start to a fun and challenging year for our newest students.

Y E a r  9 

p o w h i r i

Congratulations to Decima Rudolph, Aurion Mead, Hannah Auty and Fabian Rudolph, our kaiarahi  
who were selected by their peers and teachers as our student leaders for 2021.  

We would also like to acknowledge our Senior Prefects - Hannah Bjerga, Bronson Brough, Xin Jia 

Chen, Lola Colbeck, Daniel Hall, Corey Makea, Elisabeth Samuel, Ayman Shah, Glen Smith, Siu 
So’oa’emalelagi, Justine Tucker & Coral Whyte. This capable group of students worked together to 
lead, inspire and encourage students across all year levels.

Me mahi tahi tātau no te oranga o te katoa!
We should work together for the wellbeing of everyone!

2 0 2 1 

k a i a r a h i



We were delighted to have our annual Athletics Day at The Trusts Stadium on 11 

February and everyone had fun representing their house and competing on the day.  

Congratulations to Orange house for earning the most points and winning this year’s competition.

A huge thank you to Mr Beeston and our PE Department for all their efforts in organising such a 
successful day!

a t h l e t i c s 

c a r n i v a l



We were very pleased to be able to hold our 

annual Year 9 BBQ in March and received 
outstanding feedback from those who 

attended. 

The event was a fantastic opportunity for our 

Year 9 students and their whānau to meet 
our Principal Ros Robertson, and our Senior 
Leadership Team, along with their Form 
Teachers. 

Many thanks to Mrs Wilderspin and the hard 

working Hospitality team for the delicious 

catering. The evening was a great success 

and a fantastic way to connect with our school 

community!

Y E A R  9 

B A R B E Q U E
On Monday 12 October we were pleased to 
o昀케cially welcome our new Principal  
Ros Robertson to the Henderson High School 
community.  

The day began with a pōwhiri at Panuku 
marae. Mrs Robertson’s whānau, along 
with colleagues and rangatahi (youth) from 
Rangitoto College, her previous school, came 
together with our student and sta昀昀 kaiārahi 
(leaders) to celebrate the occasion. A big mihi 
to Papa Fred for his continued support and 
guidance on this special day for our school.

Mrs Roberston is looking forward to working 
with our sta昀昀 to ensure the best possible 
educational outcomes for the students of 
Henderson High School.

e x c e l l e n c e 

b r e a k f a s t

We were delighted to be able to 

recognise our students’ academic 

success at our Excellence Breakfast in 
March.

This annual event acknowledges 

students who attained an Excellence 
Certi昀椀cate Endorsement. 

Thanks to the team at The Grounds 
who always do a fantastic job looking 

after us!

Well done everyone!



Our Polyfest Group always show great commitment, spending many hours after school and at 
weekends practising for their perfomance, as well as 昀椀nding time for their school work and holding 
fundraisers to boot! 

Here are the group in action at their carwash in March.

p o l y f e s t 

c a r  w a s h

M a n a
c o n n e c t i o n s

Several Senior Pasi昀椀ka students have 
been fortunate to participate in Mana 

Connections, an enriching programme 
focused on supporting the educational 

needs and aspirations of our Paci昀椀c learners. 

The programme runs for 17 weeks with a 

goal to see students thriving in their learning 

journey, becoming con昀椀dent and resilient 
leaders with a vision of their successful 

future.

A huge congratulations to some of the 

participants pictured - Ashley, Deron, 
Genevieve, Puna and Tupou.

Our teachers are always looking for ways to 

inspire and our senior art students had the 

fantastic opportunity to visit Toi Tū Toi Ora: 
Contemporary Māori Art at Auckland Art 
Gallery. 

The exhibition showcases the dynamic, 
ever-changing expression that is Māori 
art and gave our visual art and art history 

students the chance to view signi昀椀cant 
works up close and gain inspiration for their 

own artwork. 

This is the largest exhibition to be held at 

the gallery, and comprises more than 
300 artworks by over 110 artists including 

painting, sculpture, printmaking, clay-
making, jewellery and body adornment, 
photography, digital media, 昀椀lm and 
installation art.

v i s u a l

a r t



Our PED300 students were happy campers when they 
headed to Motutapu island for a two night camp in 

March. 

After journeys via train and ferry followed by an arduous 

tramp, the group were pleased to make it to their 
campsite at Home Bay. 

Students planned the journey to and from school, 
planned all of their meals and implemented a safety 

management plan. 

During their stay they got to visit numerous World War 

Two sites and historical pā sites, and as an added bonus 
had the opportunity to take in some Americas Cup 

sailing.

Students enjoyed the amazing weather and views and 

were de昀椀nitely challenged by tramping with full packs. 
The trip to the ‘sacred island’ was a fantastic learning 

experience that students will remember for a long time 

to come.

m o t u t a p u 

i s l a n d
On Monday 12 October we were pleased to 
o昀케cially welcome our new Principal  
Ros Robertson to the Henderson High School 
community.  

The day began with a pōwhiri at Panuku 
marae. Mrs Robertson’s whānau, along 
with colleagues and rangatahi (youth) from 
Rangitoto College, her previous school, came 
together with our student and sta昀昀 kaiārahi 
(leaders) to celebrate the occasion. A big mihi 
to Papa Fred for his continued support and 
guidance on this special day for our school.

Mrs Roberston is looking forward to working 
with our sta昀昀 to ensure the best possible 
educational outcomes for the students of 
Henderson High School.

t e  h e n g a 

t r a c k
The weather was perfect as our PED200 
students tackled the Te Henga Track and 

camped at Muriwai Beach Campground in 
March. They were challenged by the 10km 

walk, but enjoyed the amazing views across 
West Auckland’s rugged coastline.

Students were tasked with devising and 

applying relevant safety management 

strategies ahead of the trip to ensure 

everything ran smoothly. 

At the end of a long day of tramping, 
students had the opportunity to visit the 

Gannet Colony and took in the sunset on 
Muriwai Beach.



Our young scientists put their minds to 

the task with a full day on their titration 

assessment.  Drop by drop, the 昀椀ve 
hour assessment had our chemistry 

student’s full focus. 

“The students’ tired minds at the end 

re昀氀ected their good day of mahi.”  
Thanks Mrs Telford!

t i t r a t i o n 

a s s e s s m e n t

n a v a l

m u s e u m
It was “plain sailing” for our Level 2 History students when they visited the Devonport Naval 
Museum and North Head in April. 

Not only did the students have a fantastic time experiencing New Zealand’s History but the 
knowledge gained prepared them for the year’s assessments.



It was fantastic to see so many of our 

students and their families at our Pasi昀椀ka 
Celebration Evening held on 14 April.  

There was a great sense of community 

spirit as we celebrated our students’ 

success at our annual Fia昀椀a night.
The crowd was wowed by the Samoan 

group who performed their 2021 

Polyfest routine ahead of the big event.  

A special thanks to Mr Mose and our 

tutors Jaroncye, Mone and Izzy for their 
leadership.

Well done to all of our achievers and 

performers, it is great to recognise your 
accomplishments alongside your friends 

and family.

p a s i f i k a 

c e l e b r a t i o n
On Monday 12 October we were pleased to 
o昀케cially welcome our new Principal  
Ros Robertson to the Henderson High School 
community.  

The day began with a pōwhiri at Panuku 
marae. Mrs Robertson’s whānau, along 
with colleagues and rangatahi (youth) from 
Rangitoto College, her previous school, came 
together with our student and sta昀昀 kaiārahi 
(leaders) to celebrate the occasion. A big mihi 
to Papa Fred for his continued support and 
guidance on this special day for our school.

Mrs Roberston is looking forward to working 
with our sta昀昀 to ensure the best possible 
educational outcomes for the students of 
Henderson High School.

m a o r i 

c e l e b r a t i o n
He Pō Whakanui, our annual evening to celebrate the 
academic success of our Māori students, was held on 
12 May at Panuku Marae. 

It was, as always, a fantastic event allowing students, 
staff and whānau to come together to recognise 
student effort and achievement.

Thanks to everyone who attended and showed their 

support for our tauira (students).

E mihi marika ana kia koutou!



Pai to mahi! (Well done!) to Ngā Taiohi 
o Panuku (The Youth of Henderson), 
our kapa haka group who performed 

at Polyfest on 16 April. The sun was 
shining and so were the faces of our 

students as they took the stage after 

weeks of hard work. 

Our kaitātaki wahine, Elisabeth, was 
acknowledged for her outstanding 

leadership and skills in the performance 

and Ngā Taiohi o Panuku placed 3rd 
overall in the Mōteatea. Also, a special 
mention to Boston, and his leadership 
as kaitātaki tāne.

p o l y f e s t 

k a p a  h a k a

N g a  t a i o h i

o  p a n u k u



A chilly Saturday morning greeted 

our Samoan group as they performed 

to a massive crowd of parents and 

students at Polyfest on 17 April. 

Our students had a fantastic time and 

put on an excellent performance they 

can all be proud of. The group came 

away with a prize on the day and were 

so pleased to receive recognition for 

all of their hard work. Congratulations 

to Ekueta who received 2nd place for 
the Fuataimi (conductor) role. 

A huge thank you to all of the parents 

and students who assisted and 

supported our students. Now we look 
forward to 2022!

Malo le tauivi, malo le taumafai! Good 
effort and well done!

p o l y f e s t s a m o a n 

g r o u p

N g a  t a i o h i

o  p a n u k u



Assessment Week gave our Level 2 Hospitality students 
the chance to put their expertise into action and show off 

their cooking skills while exploring different international 

cuisines.  Students compiled a menu including chicken 

curry, falafel, meatball subs and nicoise salad, then 
prepared and presented lunch boxes for 30 customers. 

Mrs Wilderspin was impressed with the results, as were 
the customers. Well done to our future chefs!

a s s e s s m e n t 

w e e k 
On Monday 12 October we were pleased to 
o昀케cially welcome our new Principal  
Ros Robertson to the Henderson High School 
community.  

The day began with a pōwhiri at Panuku 
marae. Mrs Robertson’s whānau, along 
with colleagues and rangatahi (youth) from 
Rangitoto College, her previous school, came 
together with our student and sta昀昀 kaiārahi 
(leaders) to celebrate the occasion. A big mihi 
to Papa Fred for his continued support and 
guidance on this special day for our school.

Mrs Roberston is looking forward to working 
with our sta昀昀 to ensure the best possible 
educational outcomes for the students of 
Henderson High School.

r o a d 

s a f e t y
Our Head students were invited to the 

of昀椀cial launch of Road Safety Week at the 
Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron in May. 
At the event they received the Bridgestone 
School Award for Road Safety Education 
in NZ schools on behalf of Henderson High 
School.

HHS Year 12 students have attended the 

Road Safety Education Day since 2012 
with the aim to educate young drivers, 
passengers and pedestrians about road 

safety. Our teenagers are tāonga to 
their whānau and community and our 
participation in this programme is a way 

for the school to acknowledge our social 

responsibility to our ākonga.

Students leave the Road Safety Day armed 

with a greater awareness of driving safely, 
road conditions and how emotions can 

affect young drivers. The personal stories 

shared by speakers on the day always make 

a lasting impression on students and serve 

as a reminder to take care on the road.



Every year our supported learning 
students acknowledge Peace Day 
by creating paper lanterns and 

cranes to decorate their classrooms.  

However this year they are using their 

creations for a different purpose. 

Usually, thousands of tourists visit the 
Hiroshima memorial site and create 

paper cranes to decorate the Sadako 

statue for Hiroshima Peace Day. With 
the borders shut, and no tourists this 
year, school students from around 
the world have been invited to make 

paper cranes to send to Japan so 

they can be hung in time for the 

Hiroshima Peace Memorial Ceremony 
on 6 August.

Instead of buying origami paper, 
students thought it would be special 

and more meaningful if they painted 

their own paper in colourful patterns. 

Thanks Mrs Amara for your inspiration 

and support! In total, students 
managed to complete 130 beautiful 

cranes to send to Japan. 

What an awesome project this has 

been for the class to contribute 

towards the decorations at Hiroshima!

P e a c e 

d a y

Students swapped the classroom for 

the great outdoors when our Level 
One Physical Education class spent a 
fantastic day exploring Lake Wainamu 
at Te Henga . 

The 7km tramp was enjoyable as 

well as educational with the students 

required to demonstrate appropriate 
communication, compliance with 
instructions and assisting and supporting 

others in an outdoor setting. 

Thanks to Mr Sheppard for giving students 

this fantastic opportunity.

l a k e 

w a i n a m u



As part of their investigation into rocky shore ecosystems, our Year 13 Biology students had 
the opportunity to sample organisms at North Head in Devonport. The students braved the 
wind and the rain to get invaluable data in this biologically rich environment for their internal 

assessment. Despite the grey skies it was day to remember. Thanks to Miss Zellner for making 
the outing such a great success!!

r o c k y 

s h o r e 
On Monday 12 October we were pleased to 
o昀케cially welcome our new Principal  
Ros Robertson to the Henderson High School 
community.  

The day began with a pōwhiri at Panuku 
marae. Mrs Robertson’s whānau, along 
with colleagues and rangatahi (youth) from 
Rangitoto College, her previous school, came 
together with our student and sta昀昀 kaiārahi 
(leaders) to celebrate the occasion. A big mihi 
to Papa Fred for his continued support and 
guidance on this special day for our school.

Mrs Roberston is looking forward to working 
with our sta昀昀 to ensure the best possible 
educational outcomes for the students of 
Henderson High School.

C h e s s

Our chess players were ahead of the game 

when they competed at The West Auckland 

Secondary Chess Champs at Kelston Boys 
High School. 

Congratulations to Aryan Shah, Mathew 
Lay, Sam Williams and Thomas Cooper on 
their successful debut!

When it comes to sustainability and the environment, actions speak louder than words and our 
senior Business Studies students and Young Enterprise Scheme (YES) teams have been putting 
this into practice. With the help of Ger from The Re-Creators and support from the Auckland 
Council Regional Innovation Fund, our students have been learning about circular thinking with 
the aim to design a business that reuses waste materials. 

It’s great to see our students leading in climate action through real life problem solving and 

entrepreneurship!

y e s



It was wonderful to welcome our 

community to our Open Evening in 
July, and showcase our students’ 
talents and skills. 

The feedback we received 

endorses our fantastic students and 

their engagement as our school 

ambassadors. 

Thanks to all prospective parents 

and students who came along. It 

was a fantastic evening!

o p e n 

d a y



Our Epro8 teams did a fabulous job competing at the recent EPro8 Challenge West Auckland 
Heats.  This Inter School Science and Engineering Competition is a real highlight for our Year 9 
and Year 10 students and the event included complex electronic problems that needed to be 

solved quickly and precisely.  A huge congratulations to Leila, Emily, Alexander & Lenny who 
mastered some really tough challenges and will progress to the semi-昀椀nals! 

All our competitors did really well, with two of our teams being pipped at the post for other 
qualifying spots. It is awesome to see such involvement from our junior students and their 
enthusiasm and interest in science and technology is evident. 

Thanks Ms Durkin and Mr Tahat for inspiring our young STEAM students!

e p r o 8

On Monday 12 October we were pleased to 
o昀케cially welcome our new Principal  
Ros Robertson to the Henderson High School 
community.  

The day began with a pōwhiri at Panuku 
marae. Mrs Robertson’s whānau, along 
with colleagues and rangatahi (youth) from 
Rangitoto College, her previous school, came 
together with our student and sta昀昀 kaiārahi 
(leaders) to celebrate the occasion. A big mihi 
to Papa Fred for his continued support and 
guidance on this special day for our school.

Mrs Roberston is looking forward to working 
with our sta昀昀 to ensure the best possible 
educational outcomes for the students of 
Henderson High School.

Gateway is a great opportunity for students’ 
to get a taste of working in their chosen 

career pathway. 

Year 13’s Siu & Amanda were fortunate to 
attend the Park Hyatt Kitchens Programme 
during the school holidays and on 

completion were both offered a prestigious 

two year apprenticeship, under the tutelage 
of some of New Zealand’s top chefs! 

Check out the photos from their last day 

when they cooked a 3-course meal for their 
昀椀nal assessment; 昀椀ne dining at its best!

This is an endorsement of their skills and 

talents in the kitchen; congratulations to our 
students and a big thank you to our fantastic 

Careers Department!

g a t e 

w a y



This year’s theme for Cook Islands 

Language Week was Ātuitui’ia au ki 
te Oneone o tōku ‘Ui Tupuna, which 
means, “Connect me to the soil of my 
ancestors”. It was great for our students 
to share their ‘Cook Island-ness’ with all 
of us at lunchtime on Monday, including 
music, games and dancing. 

We love having so many different 
cultures here at Henderson High School!

c o o k  i s l a n d  

l a n g u a g e

s a m o a n 

l a n g u a g e
Vaiaso o le Gagana Samoa, Samoan 

Language Week! 

To kick off the week, students gathered 
at 8.25am to raise the Samoan 昀氀ag and 
sing the National Anthem of Samoa 
followed by a tatalo (prayer). 

During the week there were a number 

of activities for students and staff to 

take part in, from how to Siva Samoa, 
lape games, aiga feud and more. A 
big thanks to Mr Mose for organising 

the week’s activities. 

‘O le ala I le pule o le tautua’ - the 
pathway to leadership is through 

service.

a r a t a k i 

c e n t r e

Our BIO200 students were fortunate to enjoy a 

lovely sunny day out to the Arataki Education 
Centre where they looked at strati昀椀cation in the 
forest with the wonderful Arataki educators. 

Students enjoyed identifying different native 

species, and the opportunity to see what they 
are learning in the classroom in real life. 

Thank you to Mr Donald, Miss Ma & Mrs Maxi 

for helping to bring education outside the 

classroom in our beautiful Waitākere Ranges.

g o v e r n m e n t

i n t e r n

At the beginning of August, Year 13 student Justine had the amazing opportunity to join Hon. 
Phil Twyford in Wellington and experience a snapshot of life in Parliament as an intern. Over 
the course of four days, she experienced many new things, met amazing people and learned 
about what a career in politics may hold. 

She had the opportunity to sit in on the chamber debates and had a full tour of the parliament 

buildings. She also joined the Rt Hon. Trevor Mallard in reading the questions for The House which 
was broadcasted on ParliamentTV, and sat in on a Select Committee meeting.  

Justine had an incredible time, and says, “This adventure has helped me to see my own future 
more clearly, and I highly recommend the internship programme to our other young people at 
Henderson High School”.



Twenty of our top music students competed at the Auckland Council Stand Up Stand Out 

Competition in August. The students performed a range of pieces from The Rolling Stones to 

an original number composed by Year 10 students Alice, Erica and Logan. All the performers 
should be very proud of themselves, with exceptional performances all round. It was a fantastic 
opportunity to showcase the awesome talent at HHS and to listen to performances from other 

students across Auckland. Well done guys, you rock!

s t a n d  u p 

s t a n d  o u t
On Monday 12 October we were pleased to 
o昀케cially welcome our new Principal  
Ros Robertson to the Henderson High School 
community.  

The day began with a pōwhiri at Panuku 
marae. Mrs Robertson’s whānau, along 
with colleagues and rangatahi (youth) from 
Rangitoto College, her previous school, came 
together with our student and sta昀昀 kaiārahi 
(leaders) to celebrate the occasion. A big mihi 
to Papa Fred for his continued support and 
guidance on this special day for our school.

Mrs Roberston is looking forward to working 
with our sta昀昀 to ensure the best possible 
educational outcomes for the students of 
Henderson High School.

Early in August, Sierra Diprose from The 
Creative Human Project visited to work with 
and inspire our Year 9 and 10 Performing 
Arts classes. Sierra’s goal is to enhance 

students’ self-esteem and con昀椀dence by 
helping them create and capture powerful 

images, incorporating movement and their 
surroundings. 

A big thanks to Mrs Tucker and a huge shout 

out to our fantastic students for creating 

these amazing shots!

c r e a t i v e 

h u m a n



s h o w q u e s t



Head Girl Decima was surprised and honoured to be selected as a student leader. She 
was also particularly humbled as she was so impressed with the other candidates and 

has a high level of respect for her peers.

Decima is a sports coach, peer mentor and a keen netball player, 
representing the school for the past 昀椀ve years.  She  has been 
involved with Waka Ama from the age of 12 and her team are 

the 2021 Long Distance National title holders. With all this she still 
manages to juggle her commitments to achieve academically, 
with endorsements at NCEA Level 1 and 2. Among her numerous 
sporting awards, Decima was recognised as Junior Sportswoman 
of the Year in Year 10, and won the Sportmaster Trophy in 2020.

Physical Education is Decima’s favourite subject, and she is 
planning on pursuing an active career in the Police or Defence 
Force, hoping to work in the canine handling unit.

Decima is a fantastic role model at Henderson High School.  

Her positive attitude to school cements her place as a valuable 

contributor to the student body and school culture.

“I love it at Henderson; I like the size of the school and that 
everyone is supportive of each other, from the teachers to 
the students.”

Student  

Spotlight

Decima Rudolph

head girl 2021

Being elected as head boy is a privilege that Aurion has embraced.  The varying levels 
of responsibility involved in a head prefect position have been a real eye opener and 

Aurion has adapted to the variety and challenges to be successful in this role. Whilst 

there is a lot of service work he enjoys the new experiences, with a highlight 
representing Henderson High School at the launch of Road Safety Week 

at The Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron.
 

Aurion’s favourite subject is Biology, and he will continue on from 
school into university. At this stage he is keeping his options open but 

a possible pathway is Sports Science; although he isn’t rushing into 
any decisions just yet. 

 

Auckland is where Aurion will stay for the foreseeable future as he 

also represents North Harbour Gymnastics at a national level in 
this physically and mentally challenging sport. Even setbacks like a 
broken hand last year have just made him more determined to excel 

in his chosen sport and his perseverance has paid off. Aurion has been 

an artistic gymnast for the past 昀椀ve years and competed in four different 
apparatus at the nationals in July at The Trusts Arena. 

 
“We have great, supportive staff at Henderson High School who are 
here to help and guide all students. The Careers Kete and 
Gateway Programmes provide great opportunities for 
our students”.
 

Student  

Spotlight

Aurion Mead

head Boy 2021



Our students have a multitude 

of opportunities to get 

involved with the many 

academic, sporting, cultural 
and creative teams and 

groups across the school.

c o - c u r r i c u l a r

a c t i v i t i e s

These students contribute to 

the school community and 

culture of the school.



c o - c u r r i c u l a r

a c t i v i t i e s

Many thanks to our students for their commitment to  

Henderson High School!



c o - c u r r i c u l a r

a c t i v i t i e s



c o - c u r r i c u l a r

a c t i v i t i e s



c o - c u r r i c u l a r

a c t i v i t i e s



c o - c u r r i c u l a r

a c t i v i t i e s



Bld9

csm9

don9

elm9



fai9

gie9

kwo9

maa9



mld9

bla10

fel10

jmp10



kay10

lim10

bla10

pen10

she10



yea10

bal11

chi11

dae11



fis11

ibl11

mat11

tuc11



clk12

crs12

hls12

mar12



mil12

wil12

won12

ban13



hum13

max13

mcl13

wal13



zel13

ama

ctl

staff



2020 level 2 excellence

2020 level 1 excellence snapshots
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