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principal’s 

message

Welcome to our snapshot magazine displaying Henderson High 
School students and sta昀昀 in 2020. It is wonderful to see the range of 
community activities, sports and events involving our students this 
year, particularly when so many had to be postponed or refashioned 
to accommodate the requirements of the various stages of Covid-19 
lockdown.

Even more amazing is the fact that for every aspect of school life we 
see in these pages, many more examples of positivity occur in every 
classroom, every lunch break, throughout the year. Henderson High 
School students are delightful young people - polite, friendly, fun and 
with high expectations of themselves and their learning. 

Enjoy looking through the pages of this magazine; it truly is a ‘snapshot’ 
of the strong learning relationships built between sta昀昀 and students 
here at the school. These relationships encourage our students to 
set aspirational goals and work hard to reach them, while enjoying 
themselves and growing in leadership along the way. 

It has been a pleasure meeting everyone this term as I have taken up 
the baton passed by Mike Purcell, the previous principal. The school 
is in good spirit and I look forward to seeing us continue to grow 
and succeed in the future. 

Have a fantastic Christmas and summer break and we look 
forward to seeing you in 2021.

He aha te mea nui o te ao?  
He tāngata! He tāngata! He tāngata! 

What is the most important thing in the world?  
It is people! It is people! It is people!

Ros Robertson
B.A., Dip. Tchg (Sec), M.Ed.Admin.Lead.

Principal



year 9 

powhiri
It was a stunning day as we welcomed 
our Year 9 students and their whānau to 
Henderson High School on 31 January.

The morning began with a pōwhiri where 
students gathered to meet teachers and 
their fellow 2020 Year 9 cohort. 

Our Year 9’s were then introduced to 
their Form Class and spent the day 
exploring the campus with the guidance 
of our Year 13 Peer Mentors who did 
an outstanding job putting our junior 
students at ease on their 昀椀rst day.

swimming 

carnival
It was blue skies all round as our 
students took to the water for the annual 
swimming sports and house carnival on 
Friday 7 February.  

The talent in the pool was exceptional and 
student involvement was at its peak as 
house chants and colours were displayed 
with pride! Although the afternoon was all 
about fun, the competition was 昀椀erce as 
house colours fought for a win.

The highlight of the afternoon was the 
teacher vs student relay with the students 
taking the win for the second year 
running!
Once again our fabulous PE Department, 
students and sta昀昀 made the day a huge 
success!



It was with great pleasure that we 
announced our Student Leadership 
Team for 2020 in February. The whole 
school assembled for the occasion and 
celebrated the election of Noah and 
Beatriz as Head Prefects.

They were in turn supported by a 
dedicated group of Deputy Head 
Prefects and we were delighted to 
present such a high calibre group. 

Congratulations to our kaiārahi (student leaders), pictured 
below with Principal Mike Purcell. Well done – Mahek, 
Beatriz, Louis, Sophie, Henry, Wataru, Darland, Tylor,  
Teh-jah, Arielle, Noah, Hayden, Joseph, Hayley, Sheena, 
Shyla, James and Dylan.

Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi, engari, he toa takitini!
Success is not the work of one, but the work of many!

student 

leaders

athletics 

carnival



With our Year 9 students settled into school 
life  we gave whānau the opportunity to 
meet their child’s Form Teacher, Dean, our 
Senior Leadership Team and Principal at our 
Year 9 BBQ Welcome Evening.

The beginning of the year sees a number 
of events to celebrate student achievement 
and connect with whānau. Our Year 9 
Welcome BBQ is the 昀椀rst of these events 
and is always a positive start to the year.

Our Hospitality students prepared and 
served a great meal; a huge thanks to them 
and to our Food Technology team for their 
leadership and culinary skills.

Year 9 

Welcome  

BBQ evening

excellence 

breakfast
Celebrating student success is important 
to us and our annual high achievers 
breakfast does just that. This event gave 
us the opportunity to honour the record 
number of students who gained an 
excellence endorsement in NCEA Levels 
One and Two in 2019.
This outstanding level of success is a 
validation of our ongoing commitment 
to students, and parents can be proud of 
their achievements!

These students inspire their peers to 
set their sights on the road to success 
and aim to be at next year’s Excellence 
Celebrations with us!



parent 

teacher 

evening
In June we had the opportunity to meet 
with our students and their whānau at 
our Parent Teacher Evenings.

One of the most important things that 
parents can do to help their children 
through their schooling is to keep 
updated on their academic progress 
and this event is a great opportunity for 
our teachers to update parents on their 
child’s progress and goals for the future.

A big thanks to our teachers for their 
support of our students and our parents 
for their fantastic engagement.

Our senior students enjoy the 
opportunity to collaborate with and 
guide our junior students and our 
Year 13 Food Technology students 
Hydee, Jaime, Vaina and Piper 
relished the opportunity to take 
9SHE for a cooking lesson.

They taught the form class, who 
were their peer mentoring group, 
all about healthy eating and how to 
cook nutritious and delicious food at 
home. They made a veggie packed 
chicken alfredo which was a huge hit!

It is rewarding to see our senior 
students working so well and being 
exceptional role models for our 
juniors. Thanks for your inspiration 
Miss Wood!

Level 3 Food 

Technology



Our Level Three PE classes went 
behind the scenes of our most 
famous stadium when they toured 
the hallowed turf of Eden Park as a 
part of their NCEA assessment.

The trip provided students with 
the opportunity to gather evidence 
for their assessment based on 
Auckland’s sports stadiums. A 
key highlight was seeing a statue 
of past pupil Michael Jones 
immortalised outside Eden Park.

Thank you to Mr Keene and Mr 
Beeston for taking our sportsmen 
and women of the future on a tour 
of our legendary rugby ground.

level 3

physical

education

open day
Meeting our prospective students at our 
annual Open Day is always a highlight for 
our sta昀昀 and students and once again the 
turn out was amazing!

The feedback we receive endorses our 
fantastic students and their engagement as 
our school ambassadors.



Our Earth and Space Scientists erupted at the 
opportunity to take Level 2 NCEA to the beach!

Students swapped the classroom for a fantastic 
day exploring volcanic features, rock formations 
and the remains of the giant Waitākere Volcano 
at Karekare Beach. Students learnt about 
weathering and erosion, volcanic processes and 
why the landscape looks the way it does today, 
including some interesting rock features such as 
Paratahi Island and The Watchman.

The wind was blowing, but the sun was shining 
bright and there was even the temptation to go 
for a swim by the time they got to the waterfall. 
Thanks Mrs Recordon, Mr Fisher and  
Mr Merchant!

level 2

earth & space 

science

epro8

Our junior engineers put their collaboration, 
creativity and construction skills to the test at 
the EPro8 Challenge in July.

The annual event is an engineering and 
problem solving competition in the form of a 
race. The aim is to solve the most engineering 
tasks in a three hour time frame.

The competition gives creative and practical 
students a chance to shine in an exciting, 
competitive environment and is a highlight for 
our STEM enthusiasts.

A huge congratulations to our students, and 
to Mr Tahat and our inspirational technology 
teaching team!



The rainforest became the classroom 
as our Level 2 biologists ventured into 
the beautiful Waitākere Ranges to 
observe the forest ecology of Arataki.

Students looked at the community 
pattern of strati昀椀cation and how 
abiotic factors such as light, humidity 
and temperature in昀氀uenced life in each 
strata layer. They also observed the 
unique adaptations and relationships 
that exist in this forest community 
and spotted a number of interesting 
features, such as the Nikau relying 
on the Kereru for seed dispersal, the 
Northern Rata growing over the Rimu 
and competing for resources, and large 
Kauri trees with all of their perching 
lilies growing up high to reach the light.

A huge thank you to the Park Rangers 
of Arataki for a full day of learning 
amongst nature and to our Science 
team for providing such an enriching 
learning experience.

level 2

biology

Our International Students had the ultimate kiwi 
experience as they got up close and personal with 
our native fauna on their visit to Waitomo. They 
explored the fascinating limestone formations in 
and around the caves and saw the glow worms 
illuminating the chambers above. Next stop on the 
trip was the Ōtorohanga Kiwi House, arriving just in 
time to see them feeding and to learn all about their 
life cycle, conservation and breeding programme. 

This was a great opportunity to see Kiwi up close, 
and many other native bird species including; Wood 
Pigeons, Weka, Rail, Kākā, Bellbird and Tui and long 
昀椀nned eels being hand fed.

Thank you to Mrs Hart for taking our students on an 
educationally rewarding trip to one of the timeless 
treasures of Aotearoa, 30 million years in the 
making!

international 

students



women in  

engineering
We had the pleasure of welcoming back 
former Dux Caroline Dumogho in August 
when we hosted the Women in Engineering 
Group (WEN) who spoke to Year 11, 12 and 
13 students interested in pursuing a career 
in Engineering.

Students had the opportunity to test their 
Electronics knowledge using ‘Breadboards’ to 
create parallel and series circuits to control 
fans and buzzers. They were also given an 
insight into what Engineering is like at the 
University of Auckland.

Thank you to our visitors for their 
presentation and for answering all the 
questions posed by our eager students!

It was ‘up and atom’ for our budding 
senior scientists when they visited 
the Physics Department at the 
University of Auckland. 

Professor Mark Conway gave our 
students a tour of the lecture 
halls and labs. It was here that 
the students were able to partake 
in a number of experiments and 
demonstrations, including the 
opportunity to make ice cream with 
liquid nitrogen. 

A big thank you to Mr Ryan and  
Mrs Lepper for leading our Physicists 
of the future!

level 3 

physics



level 3 pe
Our PED300 classes took on the 
challenge of the Vector Wero White 
Water Park in Wiri as a part of their Level 
3 PE course. Students were in charge 
of developing and managing their own 
safety for the trip. They were given an 
informative class session about the 
safety protocols of the water park before 
they were challenged by the grade 2 
rapids on o昀昀er and the many tasks and 
exercises the instructors had for them.

It was a great day out and the students 
were able to enjoy themselves while 
managing their own safety.

A huge thank you to Mr Beeston, 
Mr Sheppard, Mr Keene and Miss 
Humphreys for bringing the splash into 
PE and challenging our students!

Level 2 PE students had the chance 
to branch out when they visited Tree 
Adventures in Woodhill Forest as a part 
of their course, to develop and apply 
safety management strategies. 

They experienced a series of 
challenging and exciting high wire 
courses, testing themselves both 
physically and mentally throughout the 
day. 

It was great to see our students 
working with each other and helping 
others to make it through the 
challenging courses. 

Thank you to our PE Department for 
inspiring our high 昀氀yers!

level 2

PE



level 1 food  

technology

& business
Year 11 Food Technology and Business 
students had a sweet day away from school 
when they boarded the Chelsea Sugar Train! 

Their tour of the Chelsea Sugar Factory gave 
students the opportunity to learn about where 
sugar comes from and how it is processed 
from a raw product into the di昀昀erent varieties 
found in the supermarket. 

Taste testing included Chelsea Sugar’s range 
of syrups including molasses, golden syrup 
and the crowd favourite Butterscotch Syrup, 
which are all by-products of raw sugar and 
created in the washing process.  The baking 
classes which followed featured the famous 
Yoyo biscuits with custard cream 昀椀lling!

What a fantastic day and a privilege to have 
had the opportunity to visit New Zealand’s 
iconic Chelsea Sugar factory. 

Thank you to Miss Wood, Mrs Wilderspin and 
Mr van Gulik for a sweet day!

Our 2020 Mathex Teams calculated their 
way to great results in the annual Auckland 
Regional Competition. 

Two Year 9 and two Year 10 teams competed 
against the best in Auckland and did 
Henderson High School proud! 

Thank you to Ms Durkin and our 
Maths Department for their continued 
encouragement and support of our 
exceptional mathletes!

mathex

Year 12’s Jackson and Toa have been accepted into the Rotary Science and Technology 
Forum taking place in Auckland in January 2021. This two week intensive programme 
exposes high achieving, well rounded science, maths and technology students to a range 
of incredible science and technology opportunities. This is a fantastic opportunity and we 
are proud that both students have been awarded places in the forum. 

In addition to the outstanding programme the forum o昀昀ers, two exceptional students 
who attend the event are selected and awarded a place at the London International 
Youth Science forum which is held in July each year.

Thank you to our local Rotary Club for their selection and for giving Jackson and Toa the 
amazing opportunity to represent Henderson High School at this cutting edge event!

rotary science forum



Mr purcell’s 

farewell
On Friday 25 September we farewelled 
Mr Purcell after 10 years as Principal of 
Henderson High School.

It was an outstanding afternoon as the 
whole school came together with Mr 
Purcell and his whānau to thank him for 
his dedication and commitment to our 
students.

Head prefects Beatriz and Noah 
expressed their gratitude for his support 
on behalf of all students, and thanked 
him for the success and positive change 
that occured under his leadership.

Students and sta昀昀 performed a rousing 
haka as a tribute to an inspirational 
leader.

Mrs Robertson’s 

welcome
On Monday 12 October we were pleased to 
o昀케cially welcome our new Principal  
Ros Robertson to the Henderson High School 
community.  

The day began with a pōwhiri at Panuku 
marae. Mrs Robertson’s whānau, along 
with colleagues and rangatahi (youth) from 
Rangitoto College, her previous school, came 
together with our student and sta昀昀 kaiārahi 
(leaders) to celebrate the occasion. A big mihi 
to Papa Fred for his continued support and 
guidance on this special day for our school.

Mrs Roberston is looking forward to working 
with our sta昀昀 to ensure the best possible 
educational outcomes for the students of 
Henderson High School.



school ball

gatsby



school ball

gatsby



school ball

gatsby



co-curricular 

activities

Our students have a 
multitude of opportunities to 
get involved with the many 
academic, sporting, cultural 
and creative teams and 
groups across the school.

These students contribute to 
the school community and 
culture of the school.



co-curricular 

activities

Many thanks to our students for 
their commitment to  

Henderson High School!



BLK9

BLA9

GUL9

FEL9



KAY9

JMP9

YEA9

SHE9



COM10

BAL10

IBL10

DAE10



TUC10

MAT10

CLK11

WHI10



MAR11

HLS11

WIL11

MIL11



WON11

WOD11

CHI12

BAN12



MAX12

HUM12

WAL12

MCL12



ELM13

ZEL12

KWO13

FIS13



RYN13

LIM13

CTL

AMA



INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

LMC Year 13



level 2 excellence

level 1 excellence snapshots



snapshots













20 20




