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HENDERSON HIGH SCHOOL is at the heart of our city. We are creating a progressive learning 
environment to help all our students graduate as mature, confident young people who have the know-

how and drive to achieve success in their chosen field.
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•	 High expectations of academic achievement, personal appearance and 

student behaviour
•	 An excellent range of academic and ‘extra curricular’ options
•	 An emphasis throughout the school on respect, loyalty and hard work
•	 An induction programme and strong support for all new students. This 

is particularly important to ensure the transition from intermediate to 
secondary school is a happy experience

•	 Students who understand the importance of being part of their community and 
take pride in helping others around them.

Henderson High School has an exciting new future, having appointed one of 
New Zealand’s leading educationalists to lead the school. Its reputation for 

providing focused, vibrant education for your child is enhanced by this 
appointment. 

Henderson High School offers a full range of mainstream core 
education alongside a variety of non-traditional subjects on the 

Curriculum Framework. While the first priority is to ensure all 
students achieve their highest academic potential, we also have a 

strong focus on extra-curricular activities that bring passion to 
a teenager’s life: sport, music, culture, social and other fun 

learning options.

“My first priority is for all students attending 
Henderson High School to receive excellent teaching, 
in a vibrant learning environment, so they reach their 
highest academic potential. Academic performance 
and a high standard of behaviour and personal 
appearance is expected from all those who attend 
Henderson High School.” 
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The Curriculum
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Henderson High School is committed to providing high quality 
education in a supportive and encouraging environment.

Teachers and Senior Management are committed to excellence.  Students are encouraged to 
achieve their potential and strive for greater success.  The junior programme, Year Nine and Ten, 
is a broad based approach, which allows students to develop skills and knowledge ready for the 
more specialised senior courses.  Senior students work towards gaining qualifications within the 
National Qualification Framework and prepare themselves for tertiary study or the workforce.



Year Nine and Ten
Our junior curriculum is designed to develop the building 
blocks of success in the senior levels. Year Nine and Ten 
students study English, mathematics, science, social studies, 
physical education, health and take an option from the 
technology, arts and languages curriculum.

We have a number of established programmes designed to meet 
the diverse needs of our students.

Alpha
For students who like to be challenged academically. This 
programme offers the Cambridge Checkpoint international 
benchmarking test to set a demanding standard of 
achievement. This programme offers a technologically 
enhanced learning environment.

Independent Learning
For students who enjoy the challenge of a more flexible and 
independent approach. These students are highly motivated 
and enjoy using their own initiatives to achieve high standards.

Main School
Our main school programme is carefully planned to build 
skills in preparation for NCEA. This suits students who achieve 
when taught by specialist teachers in a traditional way. 

Homeroom
These classes are designed for students who require additional 
academic assistance. Lessons are taught in an integrated 
manner with a single teacher.

Parekura Centre
This centre is for students with ORRS funding or special needs 
who flourish in a positive supported learning environment.

Year Eleven, Twelve and Thirteen
Our senior students enter the National Qualifications 
Framework and study for the National Certificate in 
Educational Achievement (NCEA). In Year 11 students mainly 

study at Level 1. English and Mathematics are compulsory with 
a Science strongly recommended. In Year 12 students work at 
Level 2 with English compulsory and at Year 13 students, in 
the main, study Level 3 and scholarship standards.

Opportunities exist for senior students to study at more than 
one level of NCEA. This gives students the chance to study at 
the appropriate level subject by subject.

ESOL
We offer English language support for students whose first 
language is not English.

Sporting and Cultural Activity
At Henderson students have the chance to excel in a large 
selection of sports and a wide variety of cultural activity.
Rugby	 Soccer	 Netball	 Basketball
Surfing	 Curling	 Cricket	 Athletics
Volleyball	 Tennis	 Badminton	 Waterpolo
Hockey	 Lawn Bowls	 Golf	 Equestrian
Wrestling	 Softball	 Kilikiti

Students are supported to enter and participate in individual 
sports

Stage Challenge	 Musicals	 Drama Productions	
Trash 2 Fashion	 Bands	 Cultural dance groups
Art competition	 Choir	 Creative writing competition
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Student Support



Form Teacher
The first link in our guidance network is the Form Teacher.  
All students are assigned to a form class and their form 
teacher is the first point of reference.  This teacher has special 
responsibility for the welfare and progress of the students in 
their class.  Routine notes about absence, health matters, etc. 
should be addressed to the Form Teacher.

Deans
Deans are assigned to each level.  They allocate students to 
forms, confirm courses of study, counsel students and deal 
with discipline.

Guidance Counsellor
The Guidance Counsellor may be contacted directly by 
students and caregivers on any matter – academic, career or 
personal.  All Guidance Counsellors are bound by a code 
of confidentiality.

At Henderson High School we provide a comprehensive guidance service to 
meet the various personal, academic and career issues that may concern students and their 

families.  Coming to a new school can be quite daunting.  Our network is set up to provide the 
help and support needed by students and parents.

Educational and Careers Guidance
Students at any level may gain careers advice from the Careers Staff.  
Advice is also provided on subject choice and learning pathways.

Health Nurse/Visiting Doctor
There is a health nurse on duty each day and a doctor available  
twice weekly.  Students may make appointments to see the  
nurse or the doctor.  This service is free to the student.

Peer Support
The Peer Support programme is based on the principle that  
people absorb information values and guidance from trusted  
others.  Year Thirteen students are trained to act as group  
leaders to small groups of Year Nine students.  Through  
this programme the senior students gain opportunities for  
self-development.  Year Nine students gain a supportive  
environment in which to develop their individuality.
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International Students



Facilities
•	 Friendly, supportive school environment 20 minutes from 

Auckland City
•	 Spacious, park-like grounds nestled in the Waitakere 

ranges
•	 Emphasis on excellence in academic, sporting and cultural 

achievement
•	 Talented and enthusiastic staff
•	 Superb homestay programme
•	 Swimming pool and full Gymnasium
•	 Excellent library with on-line computer services
•	 New facilities for Art, Photography, Music, Dance, Drama, 

Science, Mathematics, Computing and Food Technology
•	 Close to a large shopping mall and community 

sporting facilities

Activities Programme
International students are encouraged to take part in any of 
the numerous activities offered at the school.  Drama, music 
and performing arts are strong features of the school.  We 
offer individual musical instrument instruction, musical 
performance groups and school productions.  Students are 
encouraged to choose from the full range of individual and 
team sports and outdoor activities offered.

English language proficiency 
opportunities
All levels of English language proficiency are accepted.  Small 
group tuition is provided for international student for whom 
English is a second language. ESOL support and classes are 
available. Senior students are prepared for the English Literacy 

standards required for entry into New Zealand universities.

Student Welfare
The Director of International Students, the Co-ordinator and 
the Deans of each year level provide student support in all 
pastoral care matters.  This includes enrolment, orientation, 
academic programmes, insurance, designated caregiver 
and homestay arrangements. Henderson High School is a 
signatory to the Code of Practice for the Pastoral Care of 
International Students.  Regular contact is maintained between 
school staff, the homestay service and each student and their 
homestay family.  

For more information on the Code of Practice for the 
Pastoral Care of International Students visit:  
www.minedu.govt.nz/goto/international.

Henderson High School welcomes international students to experience the 
benefits of studying in a New Zealand multi-cultural, co‑educational school.

Henderson High School has more than 20 years experience in hosting international students and 
appreciates the special contribution they make to the unique character of the school. Henderson 
High School offers a wide range of national curriculum subjects for NCEA.  Students are 
prepared to attend tertiary institutions and can undertake multi-level study.
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We have a heritage that 
is unique, built on the coalition 

of history, migration and geography. 
We acknowledge the tangata whenua, 
Kawerau a Maki and Ngati Whatua. 
We acknowledge the many migrant 
communities that have settled in West 
Auckland. We enjoy the beautiful 
environment of the Waitakere Ranges 
and the West Coast Beaches. We have a 
community that cares; where everyone is 
important. 

We stand tall in the name of 
Henderson High School.

Our Challenge
In the 1840s Thomas Henderson and his family brought true 
Scottish grit to the task of carving a new life from, as they 
saw it, the wild lands to the west of Auckland. They were not 
afraid of hard work and they established a settlement that is the 
foundation of our city. 

Our challenge is to continue the traditions of hard work and 
determination, to strive for excellence in the academic, sporting 
and cultural arenas, and to build on the established foundation 
of a strong learning community.
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A Proud Heritage




